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- Mary I, Fitzgerald

Des Moines

Mary |. Fitzgerald, age 93, passed away peacefully at
home:on Cctober 12, 2009. Mary had lived in Des
Moines since 1935,

“She was'borm on a farm in Colo, fowa on.January 5,
1916, the daughter of Thomas Eugene and Mary irene
{Regan) Fitzgerald. Mary graduated from Colo Consoli-
dated High School in 1933 and Central Iowa Business
- Collage in 1834

‘held various positions in Des Moines from 1834 to
efore joining the lowa Retail Food Dealers Asso-
clation and lowa Food Industry Association in 1340. In
1954, she was named Executive Director of the lowa ||
Retail Food Dealers Association and The lowa Food ||
industry Association. Mary was editor of the lowa Food
Dealer, a registered lobbyist in Washington, DC and the
first registered woman Iobbyist in the state of lowa for a statewide trade organization.
Mary was known for her involvement on many state and national issues, such as the
yellow margarine and bottie deposit Eegislation.

Mary received many recognitions in her career: Who's Who of American Women;
Who's Who in Ameriea; Award of Merit, National Association of Retail Grocers; Out-
standing National Lsadarship Award, Des Moines Chamber of Commerce; Excep-
tional Service Award, Food Industry Association Executives; Governor HaroldHughes
Food Task Force Appreciation Award; Outstanding Ser\nce Award, Food Trade
Press; Outstanding Service Award ,lowa Central Community College; Appreciation
Award, National Association of Retail Grocers United States; Appreciation Award, L Ve R )
Unit=d States Department of Agricutture Food Stamp Division. C
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| The wowa B;rwety iridustry Assoeiation Scholarship Program was renamed ﬁe
Mary . ﬂtzgeraﬁ&chuhrsfﬁp Program in 1997. The Mary |. Fitzgerald Scho
endowed in her name is given annually to a student based on the criteria estatlished
by Miss Fitzgerald. Mary was responsible for starting the Food Marketing Mgmge— :
ment Program at lowa Central C\.mmum[y College in Fort Dodge, lowa. &
aliso the founder of the Asparagus Club Scholarship Program through the
GFOCEr s Association. :

Mary was afiiiiated with the American Legion Auxiliary, As)

Moines Chamber 64 mﬁqﬂ Indusiry Association Executives. Food 1
Press, Food Marketing Management Club, Grocery Manufacturers® Association, Hot |
Tomato Club, lowa Society of Association Executives, lowa Society for Crippled Chil- i
dren, National Association of Retail Grocers of United States, International Secretary
Association, Si. Theresa Catholic Church, founding member and St. Theresa Rosary
Society. Mary's hobbies were family, people, sports, reading. writing and politics.

She was preceded in death by her parents , Thomas and irene Fitzgerald; brothers,
Thomas, Robert and Francis; niece, Jane Mayhew and naphews. Thomas and
Michael Fitzgerald.

Mary is survived by nieces, Ann Coursen and Marilyn DeVooget andnephew, Fran-
cis Fitzgerald Il; great nieces, Elizabeth Tascione, Judith Buschagen , Patricia
James, Ann McG’Uire, Mary Mayhew, Kathleen Birdwell, Margaret Kraske. Theresa
Hoeffstetter, Shannon Schultz and Kelly Fitzgerald ; great nephews, James
Coursen, Robert Coursen, James DeVoogd, Robert DeVoogd, Thomas Fitzgerald,
Timothy Fitzgerald, Francis Fitzgerald i, and Sean Fitzgerald. Mary has more than
20 great, great nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be held cn Thursday, October 15, 2009 from 4 to 7 p.m. with a rosary
service at 4 p.m. and a Vigil at 7 p.m. at lles Funeral Homes-Westover Chapel, 6337
Hickman Road, Des Moines. Mass of Christian Burial will be 10:30 a.m., Friday,
October 16, 2008 at St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Catholic Church, 1230 Merle Hay
Road, Des Moines. Buria! will be at 3 p.m. at St. James Cemstery. Colo, lowa.

Memorials may be made fo The Association of Miraculous Medal, 1811 West St.
Joseph Street, Perryville, MO 63775 for the family of Tom and Reneg Fitzgerald; St
Theresa Foundation, 1230 Merle Hay Road, Des Moines, lowa 50310 or Childserve,
P. O. Box 707 Johnsion, lowa 50131.
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